Village of Mantua, Ohio
RESOLUTION 2025-38

A RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION
737.171 REGARDING POLICE CHIEF JOSEPH URSO AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Village of Mantua (*“Village™) held a hearing under Ohio Revised Code

§ 737.171 on October 21, 2025, at a regular council meeting, to consider the charges against
Mantua Police Department (“Department™) Chief Joseph Urso (“Chief”).

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2025, the Mayor filed with the Village Council written Notice

of Charges against the Chief setting forth the reasons for the charges and served a true copy of the
charges upon the Chief.

WHEREAS, the Chief may be present at the hearing and by counsel present, examine all

witnesses, and answer all charges against him.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that at the conclusion of the hearing and after

reviewing the charges, hearing the testimony, and weighing the facts and evidence, the Village
Council hereby decides the following:

i

Charge 1: Continued Violation of the Nepotism Policy and Favoritism. The Chief was
issued a verbal warning on or about April 18, 2023, for the violation of the Department’s
Nepotism policy. He was instructed to follow the policy, removing himself from the
supervision of Officer Miranda Brothers. He was also later instructed by the Village to
empower his Sergeants to effectively and impartially supervise Officer Brothers. Despite
this discipline and instruction from the Village, the Chief has continued to violate the
Nepotism policy, has not fully equipped his Sergeants to impartially supervise Officer
Brothers, and cannot adequately separate himself from the supervision of Officer Brothers.
These actions constitute Neglect of Duty, Insubordination, Malfeasance, Misfeasance,
Inefficiency, or Incompetency.

Did the Chief commit this violation? No

Charge 2: Failure to Follow and Adhere to the Improvement Plan Issued by the
Mayor. The Mayor, as the Chief’s supervisor, conducted a performance evaluation on
December 3, 2024, and gave him a four-point improvement plan. At the time of filing the
charges, the Chief has not complied with the plan, nor has he followed up with the mayor
on completing the improvement plan. This constitutes Insubordination, Nonfeasance,
Neglect of Duty, or Incompetency.

Did the Chief commit this violation? ? No
Charge 3: Allowance of Personal Dogs and Children of On-Duty Personnel at the
Department.
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a. The mayor discussed with the Chief the inappropriateness of children and personal
dogs of staff being at the Department, but he has allowed this to occur, which poses
a safety concern. This constitutes Incompetency, Misfeasance, Inefficiency, or
Insubordination.

b. The Chief also advised the mayor there was one instance of a puppy being at the
Department and it was without his knowledge, and there was only one instance of
a child being in the Department and it was when he personally brought Officer
Brothers’s child with him. However, the Mayor and employees of the Department
attest to personal dogs and children being permitted at the Department on multiple
occasions. This amounts to Dishonesty.

Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 3(a)? No
Did the Chief commit this violation under Charge 3(b)? No

Charge 4: Vacation with Officer Brothers Leaving the Department Understaffed. The
Chief took a vacation with Officer Brothers, who were the only 2 full-time officers besides
the SRO, leaving the Department severely understatfed, and at one point, with no available
officer, to respond to the needs of the Village. This constitutes Inefficiency, Incompetence,
Neglect of Duty, or Misfeasance.

Did the Chief commit this violation? Yes

Charge 5: Failure to Bring Department Staffing to 24/7 Coverage as Promised to
Village Residents in May 2022. A levy was passed by Village voters in May 2022 with a
promise to increase staffing levels of the Department to allow for 24/7 coverage. The Chief
was informed to take immediate action to address staffing issues and to provide the mayor
with various applicants and interview information but never did so. The Chief has failed to
take meaningful steps to increase staffing for the Department. This constitutes
Insubordination, Inefficiency, Neglect of Duty, Incompetency, Malfeasance,
Misfeasance, or Nonfeasance.

Did the Chief commit this violation? No

6. Charge 6: Actions Regarding the Crestwood Local School District (“District”).

a. The Chief failed to provide Officer Anthony Vicich with School Resource Officer
(“SRO™) training as required by R.C. 3313.951 and did not provide him with
adequate support or guidance. This constitutes Incompetency, Inefficiency,
Misfeasance, or Nonfeasance.

b. The Chief continued to push for Officer Brothers to assume the SRO role even after
the Superintendent stated Officer Brothers was not a suitable candidate, straining
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the relationship with the district. This constitutes Incompetency, Inefficiency,
Malfeasance, or Misfeasance.

c. Additionally, the School’s alarms were triggered in June 2025. Upon investigation,
several operational inefficiencies were discovered, which the Chief allowed to
occur, and the Chief was instructed by the mayor to follow-up with the
Superintendent to coordinate an MOU on this issue more than once, but he failed
to do so, further straining the relationship with the district. This constitutes
Insubordination, Incompetency, Inefficiency, Neglect of Duty, Misfeasance, or

Nonfeasance.
Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(a)? @ No
Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(b)? No
Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(c)? No

The Village of Mantua Council, by a two-thirds affirmative vote of all members elected to
remove or suspend the Chief. Pursuant to R.C. 737.171, the Village Council hereby decides
as follows:

L] Dismisses all charges against Joseph Urso

LI Suspends Joseph Urso from office for (a period of time not exceeding 60
days)
E’ Removes Joseph Urso from office and instructs the Fiscal Officer to take all requisite

actions to process and compile his final pay and benefits.

8.

10.

The Village adopts the above decision as its final determination on this matter in
accordance with R.C. 737.171 on October 21, 2025.

It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and
relating to the passage of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council,
and that deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal
actions were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with Section 121.22 of the Ohio
Revised Code.

This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, effective immediately
upon passage by at least two-thirds of the Village of Mantua Council, in order to comply
with ORC 737.171 at the earliest possible time.
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PASSED IN COUNCIL AS EMERGENCY this 21% day of October, 2025.

& ATTEST:
;' et y { /
. - . /
— Vo Z/}?g’é’ %/@’mwz;t 7 5,77\)
Tammy Meyer, Mayor Maryann Fébian, Fiscal Officer

I hereby certify the above Resolution was duly posted as required pursuant to Mantua
Village Codified Ordinances Section 123.01 for no less than two consecutive weeks, beginning on
the 2 Z%day of (edobe, 2025,

(/ﬂ"f lezun (://;ﬁ’ja?’o

Maryann Fabian, Fiscal Officer

Approved as to legal form:

A P lasr

William D. Mason, Solicitor




President of Council Steve Thorn, Councilman Kevin Maloney, Councilman Dawn King,
Councilwoman Denise DiLellio, Councilman David Sluka, Councilman Chris Noovotny

VOTE TALLY
Charge 1: Continued Violation of the Nepotism Policy and Favoritism.
Did Chief Urso commit this violation?

\7{'; ol Denise David Chris Steve Kevin Dawn

Call
No | s No | No | feso No |6 No | (Te) No

Charge 2: Failure to Follow and Adhere to the Improvement Plan Issued by the Mayor.
Did Chief Urso commit this violation?

\f Pl David Chris Steve Kevin Dawn Denise

Call
: \es/‘)NoNo @No YesEes)No\@No

Charge 3: Allowance of Personal Dogs and Children of On-Duty Personnel at the
Department.

Did Chief Urso commit the violation under Charge 3(a) - Incompetency, Misfeasance,
Inefficiency, or Insubordination?

, Roll

Call Dawn Denise David Chris Kevin Steve

YBS@NO@YGSNONO@NO

Did Chief Urso commit this violation under Charge 3(b) - Dishonesty?

»ﬁ 221111 Steve Dawn Kevin ‘ David Chris Denise
fes ) No @ No Yes @ Es No \@ No Kes) No

Charge 4: Vacation with Officer Brothers Leaving the Department Understaffed.
Did Chief Urso commit this violation?

Roll

Call Chris

@No

Dawn

Yes @

Kevin

Yes @

Denise

& N

Steve ‘ David ‘

N Yes No



Charge 5: Failure to Bring Department Staffing to 24/7 Coverage as Promised to Village
Residents in May 2022.

Did Chief Urso commit this violation?

Y ggllll Kevin Steve Dawn Denise David Chris
Yes (VO | Y& No | &) No | fes) No | D No | @es’ No

Charge 6: Actions Regarding the Crestwood Local School District (“District”).

Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(a)?

y 1;21111 Denise David Chris Steve Kevin Dawn
dEs) No | fes) No No @ No es ./ No | Yes
Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(b)?
| Roll : : : .
Y Call David Chris Steve Kevin Dawn Denise
Xe© No | &> No | Yes o Ces ) No @ No |¢fes) No

Did the Chief commit the violation under Charge 6(c)?

\‘J Iégllll Dawn Kevin David Chris Denise Steve
HED No | Yoo @] D No | N | @) Mo | 1D No

7. The Village of Mantua Council motion to:

Q) C‘gﬁ,\; U Dismisses all charges against Joseph Urso

5

L] Suspends Joseph Urso from office for (a period of time not exceeding 60
days)
Removes Joseph Urso from office and instructs the Fiscal Officer to take all requisite
actions to process and compile his final pay and benefits.

Roll

Call Steve Dawn Denise David Chris Kevin

&) No | Y& Mo ¥s) No Y@No No Yes@




8. Motion to suspend the rules and place Resolution 2025-38 for passage.

b
p S
N
o 221111 Chris Denise Kevin Dawn Steve
Y& No No @No ‘@No @No
"W“\'J 9. Motion to amend 2025-38 as amended.
O
o 9(&1‘ %21111 Kevin Steve Dawn Denise David
‘ @ No No No g@_s' No @ No
10. Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-38.
Roll ; . . .
\U{M Denise David Chris Steve Kevin
g Call
@ No @ No No No Yes

David

fes) No

Chris

@No

Dawn

@No



